THE  WORLD   SOUL
that. I began that book by asking for a definition of religion, I quoted many, but could not find that they had any truth in them.
I have, however, since found a perfectly true and clear definition of religion. It is by Pere Lacordaire, the famous Catholic preacher in Notre Dame at Paris. He wrote in his Life of Jesus:
" Sacrifices, lustral waters, expiations, initiations, bloody or joyous rites, this has formed the life of all liturgies and the functions of all priesthoods."
This is what religions are. I cannot improve on that quotation. If you will consider baptisms, confirmations, church services, sacraments, and other activities of priests, what else are they ? Sweep these away and what is left of any Church ? Whatever good appears to be in them is stolen. Even their good works of charity and assistance they make conditional on accepting their yoke, even their education is under the same conditions. As the Eddas say, religion is a parasite upon humanity and a "calumny of God."
There are inherent in humanity certain beautiful truths necessary to it; religious people have often appropriated these truths and claimed them as due to religion, notwithstanding that their dogmas contradict them. Such are eternal hope, eternal life for all, compassion, sympathy, and truth. .Religions have claimed them, and the world, knowing no better, has